
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering 
around to hear Jesus. But the Pharisees and the teachers 
of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.” Then Jesus told them this parable: 
“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one 
of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open 
country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 
And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 
and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors 
together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost 
sheep.’ I tell you that in the same way there will be more 
rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than 
over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to 
repent. “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and 
loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the house 
and search carefully until she finds it? And when she 
finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and 
says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ In the 
same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of 
the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” Jesus 
continued: “There was a man who had two sons. The 
younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share 
of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 
“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he 
had, set off for a distant country and there squandered 
his wealth in wild living. After he had spent everything, 
there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he 
began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out 
to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields 
to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods 
that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 
“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my 
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father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am 
starving to death! I will set out and go back to my father 
and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 
make me like one of your hired servants.’ So he got up 
and went to his father. “But while he was still a long way 
off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for 
him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and 
kissed him. “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy 
to be called your son.’ “But the father said to his servants, 
‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring 
on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened 
calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this 
son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found.’ So they began to celebrate. “Meanwhile, the older 
son was in the field. When he came near the house, he 
heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants 
and asked him what was going on. ‘Your brother has 
come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened 
calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ “The older 
brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father 
went out and pleaded with him. But he answered his 
father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and 
never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even 
a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But 
when this son of yours who has squandered your property 
with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for 
him!’ “’My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, 
and everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate 
and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and 
is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”
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“There was a rich man who was dressed in 
purple and fine linen and lived in luxury 
every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named 
Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to 
eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even 
the dogs came and licked his sores. “The time 
came when the beggar died and the angels 
carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man 
also died and was buried. In Hades, where he 
was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham 
far away, with Lazarus by his side. So he called 
to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and 
send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water 
and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in 
this fire.’ “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember 
that in your lifetime you received your good 
things, while Lazarus received bad things, but 
now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 
And besides all this, between us and you a 
great chasm has been set in place, so that those 
who want to go from here to you cannot, nor 
can anyone cross over from there to us.’ “He 
answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus 
to my family, for I have five brothers. Let him 
warn them, so that they will not also come to 
this place of torment.’ “Abraham replied, ‘They 
have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen 
to them.’ “’No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but 
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if someone from the dead goes to them, they 
will repent.’ “He said to him, ‘If they do not 
listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not 
be convinced even if someone rises from the 
dead.’”
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Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We 
are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that 
is written by the prophets about the Son of 
Man will be fulfilled. He will be delivered over 
to the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult 
him and spit on him; they will flog him and kill 
him. On the third day he will rise again.” The 
disciples did not understand any of this. Its 
meaning was hidden from them, and they did 
not know what he was talking about. As Jesus 
approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting 
by the roadside begging. When he heard the 
crowd going by, he asked what was happening. 
They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” 
He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy 
on me!” Those who led the way rebuked him 
and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the 
more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus 
stopped and ordered the man to be brought 
to him. When he came near, Jesus asked him, 
“What do you want me to do for you?” “Lord, 
I want to see,” he replied. Jesus said to him, 
“Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.” 
Immediately he received his sight and followed 
Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw it, 
they also praised God. Jesus entered Jericho and 
was passing through. A man was there by the 
name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector 
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and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus 
was, but because he was short he could not see 
over the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed 
a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was 
coming that way. When Jesus reached the spot, 
he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, 
come down immediately. I must stay at your 
house today.” So he came down at once and 
welcomed him gladly. All the people saw this 
and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the 
guest of a sinner.” But Zacchaeus stood up and 
said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I 
give half of my possessions to the poor, and if 
I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will 
pay back four times the amount.” Jesus said to 
him, “Today salvation has come to this house, 
because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For 
the Son of Man came to seek and to save the 
lost.”

March 21 Luke 18:31—19:10 

The inward disciplines
[   ]  Meditation
[   ]  Prayer
[   ]  Fasting
[   ]  Study

The outward disciplines
[   ]  Simplicity
[   ]  Solitude
[   ]  Submission
[   ]  Service

The corporate disciplines
[   ]  Confession
[   ]  Worship
[   ]  Guidance
[   ]  Celebration

Spiritual Disciplines
Which one(s) will you engage 
this week? What drew you to 
that choice?

What part of the message seemed to be just for me?*



What am I learning about God? What am I learning about 
others and myself?

In response to this week’s Scripture passage I will...

How did you act on your commitment from last week?

What word or phrase in this week’s Scripture passage 
impacts me?

When I reflect on my own life in light of this passage, where is 
conflict, confusion or clarity?

Weekly Journal
My prayer of response to the message:

Other prayers and ponderings:

29

What am I learning about God’s Kingdom and 
my calling?



As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at 
the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent 
two of his disciples, saying to them, “Go to the 
village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you 
will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever 
ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone 
asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The 
Lord needs it.’” Those who were sent ahead 
went and found it just as he had told them. As 
they were untying the colt, its owners asked 
them, “Why are you untying the colt?” They 
replied, “The Lord needs it.” They brought it 
to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put 
Jesus on it. As he went along, people spread 
their cloaks on the road. When he came near 
the place where the road goes down the Mount 
of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began 
joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the 
miracles they had seen: “Blessed is the king 
who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Peace in 
heaven and glory in the highest!” Some of the 
Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, 
rebuke your disciples!” “I tell you,” he replied, 
“if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” As 
he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he 
wept over it and said, “If you, even you, had 
only known on this day what would bring 
you peace—but now it is hidden from your 
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eyes. The days will come upon you when your 
enemies will build an embankment against you 
and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 
They will dash you to the ground, you and the 
children within your walls. They will not leave 
one stone on another, because you did not 
recognize the time of God’s coming to you.”
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